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Dear Parents, Students and Friends:
As we embark upon Saint Xavier High School’s 145th academic year, I gladly 
welcome all students, faculty and staff to campus.  To all new students and families 
as you begin the journey -– growing in faith, building knowledge, creating memories 
and preparing for life ahead -– may you find in us the excellence and commitment 
that you seek.  Likewise, I encourage all in the extended St. X family to reconnect 
with us, bringing your energy, talent, support and prayer to our work.

With deep roots that provide a solid foundation and clear values that mark the Saint 
Xavier experience, our present and future find meaning and life in you as you gather 
together with a common purpose and join us in creating a learning community.  So 
I challenge each member of this community to bring your best to all that you do.  
Accept nothing but your best, doing what you know is right and looking out for one 
another along the way.

Recently, I was fortunate to participate in small ways in two events -– experiences of 
Eucharist -– that, in many ways, define all that we are about in the year ahead.  The 
first experience was at Saint Meinrad Archabbey and School of Theology; the second 
at a wedding at St. Agnes Church.  Let me share the experiences…

First, four Tigers – Sam Dicken, Jacob Priddy, Aaron Riggs and Trey Schweitzer 
– and Mrs. Cathy Reynolds, Director of Campus Ministry, participated in the One 
Bread, One Cup workshop at St. Meinrad.  This week-long program, which trains 
youth in liturgical planning and for liturgical ministries, brought together youth and 
adults from many dioceses, parishes and schools.  I joined them for their closing 
Mass in which the young people assumed responsibility for planning and the 
ministries of acolyte, music, hospitality, the Word, and the Eucharist.  Their energy, 
deep faith, commitment to the Church and service were inspirational and give much 
hope for our Catholic Church.

Secondly, I witnessed the marriage of Mr. Andrew Meirose, 
a 1996 graduate, to Miss Jennifer Paz.  Andy and Jennie 
planned a beautiful wedding, which proclaimed both 
their love and their faith and which called all present 
to a deep understanding and lived experience of the 

Eucharist.  They described their life together 
as an ongoing “Eucharistic endeavor” -– one 

of giving themselves freely and completely 
to each other and, in doing so, bringing 

completion and strength for living the 
fullness of life to each other.  Many of 
our young people and their religious 
formation will be in the capable hands 
of Mr. and Mrs. Meirose as Andy 
begins teaching Theology at St. X and 
Jennie at Sacred Heart Academy.

Indeed, all of us, as believers, are 
united in the One Bread, One Cup.  

Some New Faces in 
Administration
It has been a busy summer with 
many changes to the organization 
of Saint Xavier’s academic 
administration.  Returning to the 
classroom full-time in the fall are Mr. 
Nelson Nunn (Principal), Mr. Alan 
Huelsman (Assistant Principal for 
Faculty Formation), and Mr. Rick 
Blair (Assistant Principal for Studies 
– Grade 9).  We thank each of them 
for their years of dedication and 
service as members of the academic 
Leadership Team at St. X.

New energy is already in the air 
as we welcome back returning 
administrators and add others to 
new roles as well as new faces 
to new roles.  Following is Saint 
Xavier’s academic administration for 
2008-09:

Bro. Edward Driscoll, CFX
Principal

Mr. Arnold Drury
Assistant Principal for Student Life 
(Grades 11-12)

Mr. Frank Espinosa
Assistant Principal for Supervision of 
Instruction

Mr. Andy Porta
Assistant Principal for Student Life 
(Grades 9-10)

Mr. Sorin Spohn
Assistant Principal for Studies

Mr. Joe White
Assistant Principal for Academic 
Services

Each of these gentlemen stands 
ready to assist and support you and 
your son.  Please feel welcome to 
contact them by calling the school’s 
main number, 637-4712.

Brother Edward will introduce 
our new teachers and guidance 
counselors in his letter (see Page 2).continued on page 12
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Dear Parents,
A very warm welcome to all of you, especially parents new to our learning 
community.  Excitement, high energy and newness seem to electrify the air as we 
begin classes each year.  I know I am excited to get started.  I am really looking 
forward to getting to know you and to involve you in your son’s education and 
formation at St. X.  I am also experiencing surges of high energy evidenced in 
some restless nights, perhaps due to the anticipation of doing something new.

This is my first letter to you as the new Principal.  A few words of introduction 
are, I believe, in order.  My name is Brother Edward Driscoll.  I like to be called 
Brother Edward. I am a native of New York. I am a Xaverian Brother and have 
been for forty-six years. (I won’t tell you how old I was when I entered the 
Brothers other than I was very young!)  My first mission as a Brother was St. X. 
I have been a language teacher, retreat director, and assistant principal, and I 
served as Principal from 1980 to 1993.  These were truly the best days of my 
life!  During that time, I learned that the student is the real subject of teaching.  
Then I went to the Brothers’ mission in Bolivia where I taught and served as an 
administrator for almost six years.  These were truly the best days of my life!
In Bolivia, I learned a lot about culture, respecting the dignity of the poor and 
speaking in behalf of those whose human rights are violated and cannot speak 
for themselves. I returned to St. X in 2001 after a sabbatical in Chicago and time 
in Congo with our African Brothers. Since 2001 I have taught Spanish, been a 
counselor and served as coordinator for students with learning differences and 
the EXCEL program.  These were truly the best days of my life!  I learned to 
listen better, to understand how kids feel when nothing seems to be working for 
them, to help them believe they can make a difference in our world.  I have been 
blessed with wonderful experiences as an educator and I look forward to more.

As we begin our journey together as educators, parents and students, I want 
to focus on what is essential to us as a Catholic school.  A story I read many 
years ago, The Little Prince, by Antoine de Saint Exupéry explains it best. In the 
novella the childlike Little Prince visits the Earth from some far off asteroid.  In 
his journey the Little Prince tries to discover the purpose of life and meaning 
of human relationships.  The Little Prince encounters a fox that befriends him 
and becomes his teacher.  The fox’s response to the Little Prince’s queries is 
powerful.  The fox says to him, “And now here is my secret, a very simple secret; 
it is only with the heart that one can see rightly. What is essential is invisible to 

the eye.”

Throughout your son’s journey at St. X, we are 
committed to helping him see with his heart in order to discover what is essential.   
Your son’s learning and growth as a person are the clear focus of our academic 
programs, religious formational experiences and co-curricular opportunities.  What 
inspires us in all we do is one of the foundational beliefs of Catholic education. God 

is with us at every moment of every day.  To paraphrase the Fundamental Principles of 
the Xaverian Brothers, we believe that God’s grace and love are revealed to us in the 

common, ordinary, non-spectacular flow of everyday life.

As we begin, we also commit ourselves to you, the primary educators of 
your sons.  If we can be of assistance, please feel welcome to call.  On 
the following pages you will find some helpful suggestions for getting 
off to a good start. The key to a successful year for your son rests in 
the communication, collaboration and mutual support of parents and 
educators.  I am making myself available monthly to meet with any parents 
who just want to talk about school.  These meetings will be on the second 

Meet Our New Faculty 
Members and Guidance 
Counselors
Please join us as we welcome 
these new faculty members 
and guidance counselors to the 
Saint Xavier community:

Mr. Nicolas Crider
M.S., Counseling
Indiana University Southeast

Mr. Nathan Durbin ‘01
B.A., Mathematics
Spalding University

Mrs. Rhonda Glaser
M.A., Guidance and Counseling
Eastern Kentucky University

Dr. Brian Helfrich ‘93
Ph.D., Organic Chemistry
Kansas State University

Mr. Kevin Klein ‘95
M.A.T., Social Studies
University of Louisville

Mr. Timothy Maciejak
M.S., Education
University of New Haven

Mr. Andrew Meirose ‘96
M.A., Theology
Boston College

Mr. Mark Metzger ’95 
M.A.T., English
University of Louisville

Mr. Christopher Tieke
M.A., History
University of Cincinnati

Mrs. Jeannine Zapf
M.A., School Counseling
University of Louisville

continued on page 3
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